The Scales

Adapted from the Nebraska K-12 Foreign Language Frameworks : http://www.nde.state.ne.us/forlg/frameworks/frameworksmain.htm
Main Purpose

To weight, evaluate, or make balanced
judgments about facts, ideas, or values.

Thinking Skills targeted Example: The Seasons

Analyzing / categorizing / decision-Making /
evaluating / investigating / recalling

m WINTER SUMMER
Choose a topic to evaluate. Choose two
items related to the topic. Identify a criterion - sharp outlines - many colors
to evaluate the items. List attributes, - snow blanket - green and fresh
tcﬁarrcteristi.cs,tcza desiriptionf vt’o _e\;'at!,u;:e - winterwonderland - flowers
e item against the criterion. “Weig e o - qard
item that best fits the criterion. quiet garcens
- snowball & snowman - shade
Language Implications - Olympics ... - vegetables
Consider the language implications of this - cicadas...

graphic organizer and identify the specific
structure(s) you want to target. Design a
language task that will require students to
further their language use. The language
implications for this particular graphic
organizer will vary, depending upon the
activity designed, and may include:
e question formation
present tense
past tense
Comparative adjectives
transitional words/phrases for
compare/contrast (e.g. however,
but, besides, ...)
e superlatives
e because clauses to explain the
differences
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Additional Language Task:
In English or the target language, provide students with brief instructions for an additional language task. In the additional language task, students should use the information gathered in the graphic organizer to write a statement(s) (e.g., Beginning with “Because…,” write a complete sentence to summarize the information in the chart.)

Directions to fill in the graphic organizer:
In the target language, customize all the fields of this graphic organizer. Replace the English words provided with an appropriate equivalent in the target language. (e.g., who, what, where, why, when.)

Topic:
In English or the target language, identify the topic (content) of the lesson in which the graphic organizer is to be used. (e.g., Geographic Regions of Ecuador.)

Target Language Structure(s):
This section is for teacher planning only. Identify the specific grammatical structure(s) you want to target with the activity. Consider (1) the language implications of this graphic organizer, (2) the additional language task you create, and (3) the content-obligatory and content-compatible objectives of the corresponding lesson. (e.g., Because clauses and the simple past tense.)

Purpose:
In English or the target language, provide a brief description of the purpose for which the graphic organizer is to be used. (e.g., To summarize the main ideas of the reading.)

Directions to students:
In English or the target language, provide clear instructions for using the graphic organizer. (e.g., In pairs, scan the article provided to identify the main ideas. Jot down the main ideas in the corresponding space on the graphic organizer.) 
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