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Presentation outline

●Rationale for the "Green German" project
● Evolution of the project
●Overview of modules

○ Content by topics
○ACTFL National Standards
○ Preview of materials

●Resources and technology
●Recommendations 
●Q&A 



Why “Green” German Studies?

●Most GSD majors become double majors, often in fields that 
intersect with sustainability studies (Global Studies, 
Journalism, Biological Sciences, etc.).

● There is funding potential for individual students and 
program initiatives that combine foreign languages 
with  sustainability initiatives.

● Content-based instruction has proven an effective model for 
combining language/culture learning with study of other 
disciplines.  

● Emerging models for Cultures and Languages across the 
Curriculum (CLAC) are generating renewed interest. 



Project History
● Spring 2011: 20th-century German literature course focused 

on environmental texts, university-funded undergraduate 
research project (Peter Schmitt), ad hoc foreign language 
group interested in sustainability issues starts meetings, 
Institute for Advanced Studies faculty seminar on 
developing sustainability curricula 

● Summer 2011: Title VI funding through CARLA (Center for 
Advanced Research on Language Acquisition) supports work 
by graduate student research assistant (Adam Oberlin) to 
develops web-based instructional units 

● Spring 2012: Newly redesigned course (“Contemporary 
Germany: Food, Energy, Politics”), mini-grant from 
Institute on the Environment for showcase event "Language 
/ Environment / Media" for student projects 

 



Spring 2011: German Literature about 
the Environment
● Focus on literary works concentrated in the 20th-century, 

beginning with Wilhelm Raabe's Pfisters Mühle (1884, 
Pfisters Mill) and ending with Gerhard Falkner's Bruno and 
Vladimir Kaminer, Mein Leben im Schrebergarten (2009, 
My Life in the Small Plot Garden [satire]).

● Included: Christa Wolf, Störfall (1987, Accident: News of a 
Day), abundant multi-media materials

●  Assignments: course website forum, digital media projects, 
formal papers, student reports



Contemporary Germany: Food, Energy, 
Politics
Core materials:
 
●Quaschning, Volker. Mülltrenner, Müsliesser und 

Klimaschützer: Wir Deutschen und unsere Umwelt (2010, 
Trash Sorters, Muesli Eaters, and Climate Protectors: We 
Germans and our Environment).

●Green German Project website



 

Additional readings/texts include selections from:

● Joachim Radkau, Die Ära der Ökologie (2011, The Era of 
Ecology).

●Karen Duve, Anständig essen (2011, The Era of Ecology). 
●Other multi-media materials (informational videos, 

interviews, film trailers, etc.) 



Course features:

●Guest speakers (including from Ecology, Architecture, 
Austrian Green Party, visiting German journalist) 

● I-Pods checked out to each student for the semester for 
tasks in listening to German podcasts

●Assignments include: 2 essays, multi-media 
group/individual projects (showcase event for all FL 
departments supported by grant from the Institute on the 
Environment)



Course objectives (abbreviated)
Students will...
● explore formal/aesthetic dimensions of literature and 

transnational public discourses about sustainability
● expand abilities to read/appreciate literary and multi-media 

texts about contemporary Germany and environmental 
topics

● exercise communication skills in ways that lead to the 
development of critical literacy skills applicable in many 
contexts (in academic and career areas) 



15 Modules

1:  Nachhaltigkeit 
2: Carbon Footprint
3:  Food Supply 
4:  Recycling Practices  
5:  Verkehr 
6:  Civic Engagement
7:  Urban Sustainability 
Projects    
8: Renewable Energies  
     
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
   

 
  



Modules

9: Nature and Environmental 
Protection 
10: Law and Environment 
11:  Freiburg 
12:  Media Reporting
13:  Historical Aspects   
14: Bewusstes Leben
15: Global Perspectives

 



Sample Module: Verkehr

























National Standards for Foreign 
Language Learning - the 5 Cs
1.Communication

Communicate in languages other than English
2.Cultures

Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures
3.Connections

Connect with other disciplines and acquire information
4.Comparisons

Develop insight into the nature of language and culture
5.Communities

Participate in multilingual communities at home and 
around the world.



Communication Standard 1.1 with an 
Environmental Focus
Communication 1.1 - Interpersonal
Students engage in discussions about 
environmental issues in interpersonal 
mode.  Exposure to environmental topics and core 
vocabulary acquisition is supported through use of 
visual images/print/multi-media texts.  Tasks 
encourage conversation, exchange of opinion, 
and expression of feelings.



Communication Standard 1.2 with an 
Environmental Focus
Communication 1.2 - Interpretive
Students understand and interpret 
written/multi-media texts about 
environmental issues.  Tasks encourage 
expanded vocabulary acquisition, recognition 
of underlying rhetorical strategies, and 
analysis of argumentation patterns in texts 
about the environment.



Communication Standard 1.3 with an 
Environmental Focus
Communication 1.3 - Presentational
 
Students present information and ideas 
related to environmental topics.  Tasks 
encourage work with presentational tools (speaking, 
writing, or multi-media) that are appropriate to 
communicating concepts addressed.  Students are 
acquainted with language functions and 
vocabulary suitable for the topic.



Cultures Standard with an 
Environmental Focus
Cultures 2.1
 
Students learn about the relationship between 
environmental practices and cultural 
perspectives.  Attention is given to how daily 
routines (e.g. recycling, transportation choices, 
food) express attitudes towards consumption, 
conservation, and relationship to nature and 
technology.  Tasks encourage the collection of 
information and its interpretation in multiple forms.



Connections Standard with an 
Environmental Focus
Connections 3.1
 Students discover reinforcement of 
environmental knowledge gained from other 
disciplines through work in the foreign 
language.  Tasks may include researching issues 
via foreign language sources, bringing new 
finding about other environmental perspectives to 
the center of discussions on campus, or 
collaborating across departments on 
environmental initiatives in ways that are 
connected to and/or informed by study of the foreign 
language.



Comparisons Standard with an 
Environmental Focus
Comparisons 4.2
 
Students demonstrate an understanding of 
environmental attitudes of the culture 
studied through comparisons with their own 
culture.  Tasks may include the formulation of 
position statements or activities that ask learner 
to negotiate common ground when positions 
contrast or creative projects that express these 
differences. 



Communities Standard with an 
Environmental Focus
Communities 5.1
 
Students use what they have learned about 
environmental topics through formal and 
informal educational opportunities that bring them 
into connection with communities.  Tasks may 
include participation in experiential or service 
learning.



Resources and Technology

Final Product:
●Dissemination of learning modules through website
● Simple download of PDF for each module
● http://z.umn.edu/greengerman 

 
 Materials Development and Ongoing Collaboration:
● Social Bookmarking through Diigo
● Tags for sorting, annotations for previews
● http://www.diigo.com

 







Social Bookmarking - What is it?

●Access your bookmarks on any device connected to the 
internet

● "Tag" your entries for quick sorting vs. bury in "folders"
●Annotate your entries for a personal reflection or summary
●Highlight text or add sticky notes for future reference 
● Share your links with individuals or the public
● Form a group to collect links to share among yourselves or 

with the public



www.diigo.com

 



Basic Entry w/tags and annotations

 



How to create a bookmark

 



Searching with "tags"

 





Groups - small number of contributors, 
but public access



Large group, anyone can contribute

 



How the modules could be used

● Individual activities/modules supplement existing 
curricular units on the environment

● Individual activities/modules supplement existing 
curricular units on transportation, food, housing, shopping, 
leisure, etc

● Several modules grouped together to form a larger unit in a 
course

●Many modules used to structure a semester-long course on 
sustainability and the environment



Recommendations for programmatic 
initiatives for "Greening" German 
Studies

● Choose a starting point that has the potential to generate a 
ripple effect: an event, course, or collaborator

●Use regular meetings of team/ad hoc group for generating 
ideas and solving problems 

●Adopt innovative pedagogies
● Find opportunities to connect undergraduate/graduate 

education with faculty research
●Network with colleagues campus-wide and in the community
● Connect initiatives with local issues and events



Dissemination and Outreach

●Materials have been shared with several colleagues at 
other institutions for feedback

●Materials are available at no cost for download at the 
following website:  
http://z.umn.edu/greengerman

●Over 250 web links to supporting resources tagged in 
the social bookmarking site Diigo:  
http://groups.diigo.com/group/green-germany

http://z.umn.edu/greengerman
http://z.umn.edu/greengerman
http://groups.diigo.com/group/green-germany


 

We would love to collaborate with you!
Please contact us at
 
Charlotte Melin   melin005@umn.edu
Beth Kautz            kautz001@umn.edu
Adam Oberlin      oberl024@umn.edu

http://z.umn.edu/greengerman


