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Articulating Instruction in Critical Languages
at the Elementary and Secondary Levels

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Diane J. Tedick
University of Minnesota

Funded in late 1994 by the U.S. Department of Education’s Critical Language and
Area Studies Program, the Critical Languages Articulation Project has worked for the past
four years to support the articulation of instruction in two critical languages in the
Minneapolis Public Schools. Originally conceived as a project that would focus on
developing models for articulating Chinese, French, Japanese, and Russian programs, the
project narrowed its focus to just two languages—Japanese and Russian—due to changes in
program and staff availability in the other two languages.

According to second language educators, articulation involves the interrelationship
and continuity of content, curriculum, instruction, and assessment within programs that
focus on the progress of the student in developing communicative competence in a second
language (Lange et al., 1993). It has been commonly understood since the 1950’s that there
has been a pervasive lack of coordination of second language learning at all levels of
instruction in our nation’s schools. It may be argued that such a lack of articulation has
been even more apparent in programs emphasizing the instruction of critical languages
because there are simply fewer of them and because of a general lack of instructional
materials in these languages. Second language programs that are not articulated lead not
only to ineffective teaching and unnecessary frustrations for students at all levels, but also
to high attrition rates among students who might otherwise continue to study a second
language at more advanced levels. Research has demonstrated that the number of students
continuing to pursue second language study beyond the first year of instruction is reduced
by approximately half for each successive year of the language. The national
phenomenon—which is even more pronounced in the critical languages—results in a
significant waste of resources, as our nation’s elementary and secondary schools tend to
produce students who have only an introduction to a second language and little or no
demonstrable proficiency in that language. Given the pressing national need to enhance the
efficiency and effectiveness of second language instruction, to increase the meaningful
involvement of students in the fields of business, government, and education (in which

second language proficiency is necessary), and to develop our nation’s capacity to develop
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students’ proficiency in the critical languages, the proposed project was deemed timely
(Lange et al., 1993).

The overall goal of the program was to increase the effectiveness of language teaching
and the persistence of language learners pursuing instruction in Japanese and Russian by
developing and refining a replicable model for articulating language instruction in these
languages (Lange et al., 1993). We decided to meet this goal by engaging language teachers
in the process of developing models of articulating language instruction that would be based
on a common set of beliefs about language acquisition, a set of performance standards,
curriculum frameworks, and proficiency-oriented assessments to align with the standards.
To this end, two teams of teachers were created. The Japanese team of consisted of four
teachers who focused on Japanese instruction from grades 7 — 12. The Russian team,
consisting of two teachers, focused their efforts on a K — 8 Russian program.

Throughout the past four years these two teams of teachers have worked together
during the summers and at points throughout each academic year to develop, pilot, and
refine the set of standards and curricular frameworks that follow this general introduction.

The following components comprised the project:
e Student and teacher participation in study abroad experiences.

e  Agreement on a common set of beliefs or principles that should guide language

instruction;
. Establishment of a set of performance standards;
. Creation of detailed curricular frameworks;

e  Development of proficiency-oriented assessments that would be aligned to the

curricular frameworks and the set of performance standards;

During the course of the project, each team had the opportunity to take a group of
students abroad and reported anecdotally that these experiences led to increased motivation
on the part of students. The opportunity to use Japanese or Russian for real, authentic
communicative purposes and the need to understand cultural aspects to be able to navigate
in the target culture made language learning a meaningful endeavor. On these trips, the
teachers in the project were able to gather authentic materials from the target culture that

would later contribute to the development of their curriculum frameworks.
ii
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Throughout the entire four years of the project the teams of teachers together with
faculty consultants from the University of Minnesota, Carlton College and St. Olaf College in
Northfield, Minnesota and with staff from the Center for Advanced Research on Language
Acquisition at the University of Minnesota and Minneapolis Public Schools explored issues
related to language education and over time developed standards, curricular frameworks, and
assessment tools based on a common set of principles to guide their practice. The main
theoretical or philosophical principles that guided the development of the materials in this
project also guided the work of the Minnesota Articulation Project (MNAP), a project that
took place from 1993-97 across the state of Minnesota and that emphasized articulation of
the more commonly taught languages, French, German and Spanish (see, for example,
Tedick, 1997). The principles as they applied to the Critical Languages Articulation Project
included the following:

(1) Contextualization involves meaningful language use for real communicative
purposes and helps students to understand how meaning is constructed by
language users (be they writing, speaking, reading, or listening) depending upon
context. Contextualizing language instruction may be accomplished by organizing
the content of the language curriculum according to themes or topics that lend
themselves to re-entry throughout the course of study (as suggested by what is
known as a spiral curriculum). The curriculum frameworks in Japanese and
Russian that were developed for this project are thematic in nature so as to

maximize contextualization of instruction.

(2) Authenticity of text and task—any text that is purposeful, meaningful, and has a real
communicative intent for a real audience can be considered to be authentic. In
other words, it is authentic in the sense that it was not originally produced for
language-teaching purposes but rather for the purpose of communicating meaning
(Brinton et al., 1989, p. 17). Authentic tasks are those that have a real
communicative purpose. Both authentic texts and tasks are integral components
of the curricular frameworks that were developed by the teams of teachers in this

project.

(3) Process—the notion of process is integral to language acquisition (be it first,
second, or third...). Language acquisition is an ongoing process that requires a
great deal of time, patience, thought, effort, and encouragement. A teacher who

recognizes the importance of process in language learning understands, for

1il
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example, that although a student is introduced to a grammatical structure (or
function or topic) early on, s/he will need time to internalize the understanding of
that concept before being able to produce language in spontaneous interaction that
shows an accurate representation of that concept. This notion of process is built
into the curricular frameworks developed for this project, as seen in particular by
the “spiral” design of the frameworks, which allows for students to revisit the
same thematic areas again and again throughout their course of study with
increasingly complex levels and expectations with each re-introduction of the

theme.

4 Interaction is key to language acquisition. In order to acquire language, learners
cannot simply listen to or read “input;” they must interact and negotiate the type
of input they receive (Long, 1981). In other words, learners must use language in
meaningful interaction in order to learn it. A teacher who understands the
importance of interaction organizes the language classroom to minimize teacher
talk and maximize student discourse. This involves organizing classroom
activities so that students will have reasons to respond to and interact with one
another as well as others outside of the classroom. In other words, it suggests a
student-centered curriculum. The curricular frameworks and assessment tools

developed for this project emphasize interaction.

(5) Integration—the notion of integration refers to the integration of all four modalities
in instruction as well as to the need for integration of language and culture. Practice
in one modality often results in improved competence in another modality (Tedick,
1997). Furthermore, if language is seen as social practice, then culture must
become the core of language teaching (Kramsch, 1993). Language classrooms
must become places where students and teachers understand themselves as
cultural beings and begin to discover the complexity of the concept of culture as
they view cultures both within and outside of the U.S. from a number of different
perspectives (Kramsch, 1993; National Standards in Foreign Language Education
Project, 1996; Tedick, 1997; Tedick et al., 1993). The curricular frameworks
developed for this project indeed incorporate all four modalities and an emphasis on

the integration of language and culture.

In addition to following the philosophical principles described above, the teams of

teachers in this project focused their efforts on creating performance-based tasks and

iv
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assessments that guide the levels of proficiency outlined in their respective curricular
frameworks. Both teams decided to develop curriculum frameworks defined by themes that
would spiral into the curriculum at each level. Embedded throughout their curriculum
frameworks is attention to cultural aspects.

The Japanese team selected seven themes: japanese for the Classroom; Self, Family,
and Friends; Home and Community; Shopping; Japan in the World; Daily Activities; Japan
Through the Seasons; and Leisure. They further described the learning and knowledge,
skills (or communicative functions), structures, topics and vocabulary for each of the
themes in the context of two major levels: Level 11 and V, with Level II corresponding to
the first and second years of instruction (regardless of grade level) and Level V
corresponding to the third, fourth, fifth, and possibly sixth year of instruction. In addition,
the Japanese team developed both benchmarks and assessment tools for selected themes in
both levels and chose to use Holistic scales (The Larson Rating System) for each of the four
modalities, to be used throughout a student’s course of study.

The Russian team selected eight themes to guide their curriculum development:
School and Community, Family and Home; Environment and Nature; Time and
Numerality; Food; Clothing; Health; and Sport and Leisure. Like the Japanese team, they
also determined the topics, vocabulary, structures, and communicative skills for each of the
levels, from grades K-1 to grade 8. The Russian team also described recommended
classroom routines and created six appendices containing materials and resources to
supplement the curriculum framework.

It is our hope that the curriculum frameworks, assessments, and additional
resources and materials developed for this project are found to be valuable to other teachers

of Japanese and Russian in the United States.
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Overview from the Japanese Teaching Team
Ann McCarthy, Kimberly Scott, Kazuko Shiba, and Patricia Thornton

In the spring of 1995, three Japanese language teachers from Minneapolis Public
Schools sat down in the basement of a building at the University of Minnesota and began
working on a set of standards for Japanese language instruction in the Minneapolis school
district. Working with faculty members from the University of Minnesota and project
coordinators from the Center for Advanced Research in Language Acquisition (CARLA), we
began a project that would not end for almost four years. We were joined by a fourth teacher
during our first year of work, and since that time, we have worked every summer and
evenings during the school year to complete the curriculum framework which grew out of our
standards.

At the outset, we asked ourselves one question, “What do we want our students to be
able to do after successfully completing six years of Japanese study in Minneapolis Public
Schools?” From the answer we developed a clear goal for our framework. Our desired,
although admittedly theoretical outcome, was that we would be able to drop our sixth year
students into the middle of Tokyo and they could function well enough to meet their basic,
daily needs. In other words, a sixth year student of Japanese graduating from the
Minneapolis Public Schools would be prepared to function effectively in the real-life situations
he or she is likely to encounter. The answer to that simple question guided the development
of our framework and had a substantial impact on the teaching practices that we would use to
implement it.

With our goal in mind, it was very clear to us that our students must be actively
engaged in constructing their own understandings and knowledge. All of us had had
kinesthetic pedagogical leanings before working on this project, but this experience solidified
and validated our instinctive approaches to teaching and learning. Because we understood
that all new knowledge builds on previous knowledge, we designed a thematic framework with
a spiral format so that over the course of their years of study, students would have the
opportunity to work in the thematic areas more than once with increasing levels of
complexity at each subsequent presentation. The use of themes in the framework allowed us
to visualize how the classroom instruction would look and feel.

Having backgrounds in immersion language instruction, we agreed that the classroom
must model an immersion experience for the students as much as practicable. That is, the
classroom atmosphere would create for the student a little slice of Japan during the school day.

The functionality of our stated goal, which drove the development of a spiraling thematic
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framework, also defined for us the actual practice of the ideas contained within it. To help our
students achieve the proficiency to be able to function on the streets of Tokyo should they
suddenly be transported there with both the language skills and comfort level necessary, they
would require extensive exposure to meaningful and understandable language. This would
necessitate giving the students daily opportunity to use Japanese. From this standpoint, it
naturally followed that the best way to implement the framework was to create real life tasks
that required the students to use Japanese that was meaningful, purposeful and rooted in
context within the confines of the classroom. This precept gave us logical guidance for the
presentation of culture and the Japanese writing systems within our framework.

We saw the inseparable culture of the Japanese language as the foundation that
supported the language instruction. All of us, having had extensive experience living,
studying and working in Japan (or being Japanese!), knew that the appropriate use of
Japanese is as heavily indexed to the understanding of the nuances of Japan’s hierarchical
society as it is to the syntax of the language. For each theme we developed, we carefully
considered the accompanying cultural norms that were necessary to make the language
learning holistic. Imbuing the framework with culture made the practice of it automatic in the
classroom. Bowing, aizuchi, giving and receiving all become distinctly Japanese in the mini-
immersion experience that the framework encourages in the classroom.

The framework has two division points. Because Minneapolis Public Schools offers a
possible six years of Japanese instruction starting in the middle school and articulating
through high school, it seemed logical to separate the content of the framework into Level 11
and Level V. Level V was decided upon due to the fact that some second year middle students
elect to enter second year Japanese in the high school and some high school students take
advantage of the Minneapolis Public Schools postsecondary options Program and being to
study at the University of Minnesota after their fifth year. Level II represents the first two
years of instruction at either the middle school or high school level and Level V is the terminal
level. Therefore, it is important to understand that the framework in Level 1I represents the
first and second years of instruction regardless of the grade level of the student while the
framework in Level V represents the third, fourth, fifth, and possibly sixth years of
instruction. Consequently, the degree and depth of content in both of the frameworks covers
a multi-year sequence. The framework is tied to the standards and goals of the project and is
meant to be used as an instructional blueprint by teachers of Japanese in the Minneapolis
Public Schools. The framework should be viewed as a maximum statement of teaching and
learning, while the benchmarks are a measure of minimum levels of proficiency.

The themes covered in the framework are: Japanese for the Classroom; Self, Family,

and Friends; Home and Community; Shopping; Japan in the World; Daily Activities; Japan
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Through the Seasons; and, Leisure. Each theme is self-contained and designed to stand alone,
eliminating the need to use them in a sequence. However, it is assumed that most teachers will
start the Level II framework with the concurrent themes of Japanese for the Classroom and
Self, Family, and Friends. With the exception of Japanese for the Classroom, the same themes
appear at both levels with the level of complexity rising in Level V. Whereas students in
years 1 and 2 of instruction in the theme of Self, Family, and Friends may become proficient in
a basic jikko shokai, students in years 3, 4, and 5 of instruction will increase their capacities in
this skill to include linked sentences, family vocabulary with regard to the concepts of uchi and
soto, linked adjectives, occupations, school descriptions, and so on. Through repeated, but
not redundant, work within the same thematic areas, students are afforded the opportunity to
revisit previously studied topics and skills and spiral upwards to higher levels of usage and
proficiency. Revisiting the themes at various levels allows for increasing complexity in oral
and written production and receptive comprehension.

The themes are subdivided into skill areas, or the linguistic and socials aspects of
language that humans employ for communication. The skill areas are: Socializing;
Exchanging Information; Getting Things Done; Expressing Attitudes; and Organizing and
Maintaining Communication. Supporting each skill area are further sub-divisions of
functions. For example, the functions that allow the skill of Socializing to take place are:
Greeting and Leave-taking; Introducing; Thanking; and Offering, Giving and Receiving. The
functions that support the communication skill of Exchanging Information are: Informing;
Describing; Narrating Experiences; Locating and Existence; Expressing Conditions;
Expressing Probability; Giving Reasons; Expressing Purpose; and Expressing Intent.
Similarly, the remaining communication skill areas are supported by other logical functions.
The framework recognizes that the ability to perform a function develops gradually over time.
While a student may be able to memorize an isolated word, pattern or dialogue in one day, he
or she may be limited to curriculum embedded usage of this for some time before being able to
produce it on demand. Not all functions appear in each theme, nor both levels. A student at
the completion of Level Il may not be able to express conditions, but this function is
incorporated into the Level V framework. Between the Level II and Level V frameworks, the
grammatical structures that are covered in a function area increase in number and degree.

Both the grammuatical structures that support a function and the allied topics and
vocabulary are designed to articulate throughout all five to six years of the framework. For
example, students at the end of Level II will be very comfortable with the formal form of the
copula and the -masu forms of other verbs. Students at the end of Level V will be proficient
with these aspects and comfortable with the informal da and -ru forms. Topics and

vocabulary within the framework are designed to mirror the same spiraling affect. In the
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Shopping theme, students at the end of Level 1l may only be comfortable with the generic
counters of hitotsu, futatsu..., whereas students at the end of Level V will have gained
competency in a variety of counters. The framework is designed to allow for optimum
exposure to grammatical structures presented in new ways, and with new topics and
vocabulary, while working toward the overarching goal of communicative proficiency. The
design of the framework, skills, functions, grammatical structures, topics and vocabulary is
always aimed at our theoretical goal of preparing the students to function in Tokyo should
they find themselves suddenly transported there after five (or possibly six) years of
successful study of Japanese in Minneapolis Public Schools.

The literacy component of the framework is structured to allow for proficiency in
reading and writing hiragana, and for proficiency in reading katakana with increasing
proficiency in producing new words in katakana by the end of Level V. Successful completion
of the Level V framework will allow for solid proficiency in both phonetic systems. The always
perplexing question for secondary teachers of how much kanji to teach and when is partially
addressed through the thematic approach. Each theme at both levels contains its own list of
suggested kanji. The list is intended to be used by individual teachers as a guide for
instruction with each teacher making a personal decision on recognition and/or production of
the characters. The selected kanji are aligned to the themes and therefore are to be presented
in contextually meaningful situations as opposed to disjointed lists for memorization.
Revisiting the themes at various levels allows for increasing skill in written production and
reading comprehension.

Finally, the visual image that we employed to conceptualize the framework itself was
that of a house or a building structure. We metaphorically determined the culture that
envelops the language to be the foundation (CULTURAL FOUNDATIONS). The basis that
the structures rest upon is literacy (LITERACY BASIS). The skills, structures, topics and
vocabulary comprise the frame and levels of the house, and it is roofed by the instructional
outcomes (LEARNING AND KNOWLEDGE COVER). It is our firm belief that knowledge and
learning do not occur without collaborative construction in the learning setting with the
student. This framework is meant to do with the student, not for or to the student. Successful
learning will only occur among students invested in the process and actively engaged in
constructing their own knowledge and understandings. This framework intends an approach
that facilitates an interactive language classroom where Japanese is the avenue as well as the
object of instruction.

After years of long afternoons, weekends, and evenings of work to make sense of
teaching and learning Japanese at the secondary level, we offer our curricular framework as a

structural blueprint of what needs to be taught to help students meet or exceed the Japanese
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language standards. It is our hope that other teachers will find this useful in developing

individual lesson plans--the real building materials of instruction.
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MODEL STANDARDS FOR JAPANESE
CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND ASSESSMENT

GOAL ONE: COMMUNICATION
Goal: Students communicate in the target language.

Standard: Students function in sustained communicative exchanges (listening,
reading, writing, and speaking) on everyday topics to meet life needs.

Definition: ¢ Students socialize at an appropriate register with peers

+ Students seek and exchange necessary oral and written information to meet
needs of daily life

* Students get things done in the target language community
* Students express and elicit attitudes
« Students organize and maintain communication

Examples: V' able to ask and answer questions, give directions, describe, express, convey
and discuss information on a variety of topics within appropriate registers;

N interpret and present information, e.g. introductions, directions,
descriptions (geography, physical appearance, character traits, etc.).
intentions and gift-giving;

V' communicate appropriately with increasing accuracy and self-correction of
errors.

Assumption: This model assumes four to five years of continuous, successful student study
and learning as demonstrated by student progression in authentic assessment
in the classroom.

Assessment: Assessments for skill-getting (discrete) and skill-using (integrative) in
appropriate contexts.

© 2013, Regents of the University of Minnesota. Reprint permission must be sought from the CARLA office. www.carla.umn.edu. Originally published as: McCarthy, A., Scott, K., Shiba, K., &
Thornton, P. (1998). Tools for the articulation of Japanese language instruction: Standards, a curricular framework, benchmarks, and sample assessments (CARLA Working Paper #12).
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, Center for Advanced Research on Language Acquisition. Retrieved from www.carla.umn.edu/resources



GOAL TWO: SOCIO-CULTURAL
Goal: Students engage in aspects of life in the target language community.

Standard: Understand and demonstrate knowledge of social conventions, practices and
products in everyday life.

Definition:  « Students modify verbal and non-verbal language and behavior to reflect
Japanese linguistic and cultural patterns.

« Students discuss attributes of the target language culture.

Examples: appropriate forms of address
V social hierarchy
V rites of passage
v greetings
V age, class, and gender roles
V behavioral expectations in a variety of settings
v kinship
V aesthetics
v spatial relationships
v attitudes toward religion
V attitudes toward work
V attitudes toward children
V sense of personal space in a variety of contexts
\ commercial transactions (stores, restaurants, markets, etc.)

V general knowledge of geography, history and literature.

Assumption: This model assumes four to five years of continuous, successful student
study and learning as demonstrated by student progression in authentic
assessment in the classroom.

Assessment: Authentic assessment of socio-linguistic understanding through situational role

plays. Use of English may be necessary depending on what is being assessed,
particularly in understanding of literature and history
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GOAL THREE: LEARNING HOW TO LEARN
Goal: Students commit to high levels of achievement in language learning.
Standard:  Students understand their own role in the process of language learning.

Definition:  * Students are able to articulate their own rationale for studying a foreign
language.

* Students see a connection between the study of Japanese and opportunities
in life.

» Students plan for and set realistic short and long term goals.
» Students make critical assessments of their own progress on a regular basis.

* Students understand that learning is an individual responsibility and
continue to learn outside the classroom.

* Students seek and use outside content resources.
* Students use own learning style to maximize opportunities to learn.
« Students generalize about patterns in Japanese beyond taught materials.

* Students predict syntactic and phonological patterns from their
understanding of the Japanese language system.

Examples:  V understand and use learning strategies appropriate to modality
v monitor own progress
V use tools to find information related to language learning
V know when to ask for guidance (what and whom)
V recognize the relationship of the first language to the second in learning
Assumption: This model assumes four to five years of continuous, successful student
study and learning as demonstrated by student progression in authentic
assessment in the classroom.
Assessment: Students apply strategies both within and outside the classroom and are

assessed through self-assessment, including diaries, checklists, and think-aloud
procedures.
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GOAL FOUR: LANGUAGE AND CULTURE CONNECTIONS
Goal: Students discern the interaction between the Japanese language and culture.

Standard:  Students integrate the language system with the culture as the fabric that
supports it.

Definition: * Students compare/contrast the first language and culture with the Japanese
language and culture to enrich their knowledge of both.

* Students comprehend and acquire discourse protocols and rituals
appropriate for written and oral exchanges.

* Students acquire information and perspectives that are only available
through Japanese language and culture.

Examples:  V understand the relationship of language and culture in age, social position,
and forms of address

v use cultural expressions of politeness, sarcasm, surprise, etc.
V use situational and age appropriate expressions, including slang

v understand the relationship of the first language to Japanese through
borrowed vocabulary and cultural practices.

Assumption: This model assumes four to five years of continuous, successful student
study and learning as demonstrated by student progression in authentic
assessment in the classroom.

Assessment: Students demonstrate culturally appropriate discourse patterns,
communication rituals and etiquette.
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GOAL FIVE: GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

Goal: Students acquire broader experience as world citizens through the study of
another language and culture.

Standard:  Students gain access to knowledge about how different societies address
similar needs.

Definition: « Students compare/contrast the first language and culture with the Japanese
language and culture to enrich their knowledge of other world languages and
cultures.

« Students deduce from the study of another language and culture how
societies are organized based on their physical geography and social

experience.

* Students recognize a range of empathetic and tolerant attitudes toward other
cultures.

Examples: V basic needs (food, clothing, shelter)
V relationship to nature
V individual and society
\ spirituality
\ governance
Assumption: This model assumes four to five years of continuous, successful student
study and learning as demonstrated by student progression in authentic

assessment in the classroom.

Assessment: Students display their knowledge of issues by representing all relevant
dimensions through written and/or oral means.

11
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ASSUMPTIONS OF FRAMEWORK

Level 11 is inclusive of first and second year material, and Level V is inclusive of third,
fourth, and fifth year material.
Level V assumes the previous mastery of formal (T¥,/—%¥) copula, verb, and

adjective forms and moves into the informal forms with negative and past forms included. For
example, whereas a student at the end of Level 11 may be limited to constructions such as %
BICITTEEHA. Jor TED5095RIFEBLAM>/=TT ., ] ,astudent at the end
of Level V will also use  TEEICITNEN, 1 or [EDS5DISREEHLA M7, |

in the appropriate social situations. To emphasize this difference in the framework, the
structures listed by bullets in Level V are written in the informal form. The example sentences
in Level V, however, are both formal and informal to show that Level V students have
proficiency with both levels of formality.

Although many examples appear in the affirmative form, it is assumed that the
appropriate corresponding negative and past forms will be taught.

Level 11 assumes the mastery of yes/no questions and limited proficiency with wh-
questions (e.g., fIRFIC, £Z. VD). Level V expands students’ use of all previously

mastered wh- forms into constructions such as fAJB§fE < 5 () and adds more question forms

suchas EZH. WD h, .

In some cases, material introduced in Level II is repeated in Level V. For example,
students are introduced to days of the month by the end of Level I, but we have included
days of the month in Level V as well because it often takes students until third or fourth year
to become fully proficient with them. The same holds true for kanji. Students may be
introduced to certain kanji by the end of Level II, but may only have the ability to recognize,
not produce them. Therefore, further study is necessary in Level V so that students may
achieve the ability to produce those same kanji.

The kanji for each theme are the suggested list but are not meant to be exhaustive or
definitive. In our collective experience, the number and range of kanji taught from year to
year may vary, even when using the same teaching materials. Therefore, the teacher may
choose from among the kanji in the list but should not feel compelled to teach every single
one, especially with the Level II list. By the end of Level V, students should be able to

recognize most, if not all, of the listed kanji in both levels of the framework and produce a large
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majority of them. Because the list is not definitive, the teacher should feel free to pull in other

kanji that are not included.
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EXPLANATION OF GRAMMAR NOTATION

We have tried to balance accuracy with brevity in notating the grammar structures in
the framework. After attempting several different methods of notation, we have finally settled
on the following as best suited for our purposes.

“Formal” as used in this framework means the T¥ /— % 7" sentence endings as used
in everyday polite speech. This includes appropriate affirmative, negative, non-past, past,
and progressive forms. We do not use the term “formal” to refer to keigo. In fact, we have in
general chosen to not teach keigo because it is not age-appropriate for our students.
Moreover, their Japanese counterparts typically do not use such stylized, extra-formal
speech.

“Informal” refers to the 7Z forms of the copula and what is sometimes referred to as the

plain forms of verbs (e.g., 2. Bb&l\, B2/, BbEho 7).

% verb

A adjective

N noun

39} direct object

VERBS )

V3 infinitive (BR3. BES. 8<. )

VET formal (BRET. BELWET., BEFT. )

VT gerund (BRXT. BE>T, BT, ..)

V7= informal past (BRJe. Boel BUOVE L)

ViZ informal negative (BR7Z. B, B, )

Vg stem (BX. Bl =, )

viE conditional (BRI, B, gL )

VEL &S volitional BRFELLD. BOWELED., BEFLLD., )
V&S informal volitional BRES, EES. 825, )

ADJECTIVES

ALy L\ type adjective @B, &, EWL, L)
Al 7% type adjective (ENWE. FER CERDHAE. )
A L\ adjective stem @8. & &)
A 7% adjective stem (EnL. HE, CEPH. )
Al conditional Eirnig. "EAELE. ..)
15
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THE MPS RATING SYSTEM FOR:
SPEAKING

scale 1 to 5

1  student is completely unable to handle a given task in Japanese
« may exhibit some disjointed use of the language
» does not exhibit the vocabulary or structures necessary to accomplish the task
+ vocabulary and structures used are not necessarily relevant to the task
* high frequency of errors prevents communication
+ pronunciation not intelligible to a sympathetic native speaker

2  student exhibits partial command of the necessary vocabulary and structures
» reverts to English to complete the task
» interacts at a basic functional level
« frequency of errors prevents completion of task
» pronunciation is intelligible to a sympathetic native speaker

3  student is able to manage completely in Japanese the assigned task
» successfully completes the assigned task without reversion to English
* exhibits emergent fluency
» errors do not interfere with communication
 pronunciation is sufficiently accurate to complete task in contextual situation

e.g., asked to purchase a ticket to Tokyo, can negotiate the exchange

4-5 » student demonstrates command of vocabulary and structures beyond the basic
requirement (3) in the following areas:

fluency

grammatical accuracy
pronunciation
appropriate social register

The point value given any of these areas will depend on the given task.

e.g., given a picture of a family, the student demonstrates a command of related
vocabulary that exceeds the established minimum

e.g., in eliciting information about family from the teacher, the student uses the
appropriate social register

e.g., in explaining the student’s own family, the student is able to field and respond
to unrehearsed questions pertinent to the topic
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THE MPS RATING SYSTEM FOR:

WRITING

scale 1 to 5

1 + student is completely unable to write a dictated sentence in Japanese
e recognizes the differences in the 3 writing systems
« unable to produce from memory coherent writing samples

2 » student is able to complete partially the writing of a dictated sentence
« exhibits high frequency of error ’
e demonstrates emerging ability to produce hiragana and katakana from memory

3  student is able to write a dictated sentence in Japanese using hiragana, katakana,
and leamed kanji
» produces a connected paragraph on an assigned topic
* errors may exist, but they do not interfere with reader’s comprehension

e.g., asked to write a short journal article, student is able to produce a paragraph
about his/her daily schedule

4-5 ¢ student demonstrates a command of written Japanese beyond the basic
requirement (3) in the following areas:

increasingly complex sentence structure
skillful penmanship
production of kanji
use of genkouyoushi

The point value given any of these areas will depend on the given task.

e.g., asked to write a short description of his/her community, student exhibits a
mastery of related, pertinent sentences of increasing complexity

e.g., student demonstrates ability to write a short composition with accuracy and
speed and with skillfully formed hiragana, katakana, and kanji

e.g., student demonstrates increased ability to produce kanji pertaining to the topic
from memory
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THE MPS RATING SYSTEM FOR:

LISTENING

scale 1 to 5

1 + student is completely unable to understand short passages of spoken japanese
+ may exhibit some ability to isolate high-frequency words
+ does not exhibit grasp of sufficient vocabulary to comprehend basic aural
information

2 » student exhibits partial understanding of simple declarative information and
questions based on the framework and pertinent to the interactive situation
+ understands some bits of information but needs much repetition
+ uncomfortable with normal speed of a native speaker’s speech

3 + student is able to ascertain important/desired information in an aural passage based
on learned topics and vocabulary
+ may ask for repetition or slower speech, but understands the gist of the topic in
the first presentation
 able to carry out an action, direction, or response based on an aural passage

e.g., given a set of directions for movement around a classroom, student can
negotiate his/her way from point to point in the route given by the speaker

4-5 » student demonstrates comprehension of spoken Japanese beyond the basic
requirement (3) in the following areas:

speed of the aural passage

vocabulary

complexity of sentence structures used

ability to comprehend with reduced frequency of repetition

The point value given any of these areas will depend on the given task.

e.g., hearing and seeing an authentic weather broadcast, student will be able to
explain a predicted forecast

e.g., in a telephone simulation with no visual clues, student will be able to take a
message involving learned information

e.g., listening to a dialogue between two native speakers talking about a familiar
topic, student is able to answer questions in English pertaining to the dialogue
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THE MPS RATING SYSTEM FOR:

READING

scale 1 to 5

1  student is completely unable to read a selected passage in Japanese
» may be able to decode but without comprehension

2 * student can accomplish partial reading of a selected passage
» reading fluency is labored and halting
+ comprehension is limited to high-frequency words and/or phrases

3  student is able to read completely with minimal pausing a passage designed or
selected to complement the framework using all hiragana and katakana and learned
kanji

+ deciphers an unfamiliar passage appropriate to the level of learning for meaning
without 100% accuracy in decoding of kanji

e.g., asked to read a selection describing fundamental Japanese geography, student
can read for comprehension with comfortable fluency

4-5 » student demonstrates command of the selected reading passage beyond the basic
requirement (3) in the following areas:

fluency

vocabulary

grammatical structures
comprehension of details and facts
kanji

The point value given any of these areas will depend on the given task.
e.g., given a selected passage comprised of an actual or simulated letter from a

native speaker, student demonstrates ability to understand unfamiliar vocabulary
from context

e.g., in oral reading of the letter passage, student reads with increasing fluency,
halting only at unfamiliar kanji

e.g., in comprehension of the letter passage, student may not be able to decode
unfamiliar kanji, but is able to ascertain meaning from the supporting grammatical
structures and context
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LEVEL II BENCHMARK FOR THEME OF:

SHOPPING
SPEAKING
To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:
. complete successfully a role-play of a shopping transaction which includes the
following:
requesting to see an item, asking how much the item costs, asking for other
sizes, colors, etc., purchasing, and thanking
. develop a T.V. commercial for a selected item advertising the following:
description of item, where to purchase, timeline for purchase, and cost
. talk about a future shopping trip and include the following:

talk about wants, talk about where to go and what to buy, talk about location,
price, and preferences using descriptive adjectives and adverbs

LISTENING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. demonstrate ability to understand a simple taped description of a sale by selecting
appropriate visual representation of the item on a worksheet

. listen to a T.V. commercial for a product and demonstrate ability to understand selected
information about the product such as name of product, cost, size, colors, etc., by
using a worksheet designed to complement the commercial

. listen to two speakers describe a shopping trip and demonstrate understanding of
purchases made, types of stores, and prices by selecting categories on a worksheet
checklist
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WRITING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. write a grocery shopping list with at least three entries for each food group, using
correct transcription in hiragana, katakana, and kanji

. write a short note to a friend describing a recent purchase, including where and when
bought, cost, and a description of the item, using correct transcription in hiragana,
katakana, and kanji

. design a shopping advertisement for a given item including such information as price,
colors, store name and type, using correct transcription in hiragana, katakana, and
kanji

READING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. decode and answer selected questions about an authentic shopping advertisement

. using a store directory, answer questions concerning the location of items in a store
. when shown pictures of store aisles primarily written in katakana, indicate the items

found in that aisle using a checklist
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LEVEL II BENCHMARK FOR THEME OF:

JAPAN THROUGH THE SEASONS

SPEAKING

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. extend greetings appropriate to a holiday or special event (e.g., visiting a home at New
Year's, commenting on the weather, presenting a gift)

. using a map of Japan, describe the best times and places to see sakura, go skiing, go
swimming, go hiking, etc.

. using a map of Japan, create and “broadcast” a weather report which includes a five day

forecast

LISTENING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. listen to a dialogue of two speakers discussing New Year’s and complete a checklist of
their activities which includes friends who visited, food eaten, places visited, and gifts

. listen to a modified broadcast of a weather report for several cities in Japan and
complete a corresponding weather map including temperature, current weather, and
forecast

. listen to a narrative describing Japan’s four seasons and complete a worksheet

pertaining to start and end months, duration, weather, and significant calendar events

WRITING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. write a postcard to a friend describing a season in Japan

. design and write a New Year's postcard which includes appropriate New Year's greeting
and illustration

. write the names of the four seasons in kanji and hiragana and complete a chart which

describes the weather of each season and activities appropriate to each season
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READING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. read a simple description of Japan’s four seasons and teach the information in English
to another person

. given a list of foods and cultural objects, group them according to the appropriate
season with which they are associated

. given four short written descriptions, determine which season is being described
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LEVEL II BENCHMARK FOR THEME OF:

SELF-FAMILY-FRIENDS

SPEAKING

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. introduce self using the following:
formulaic expressions of hajimemashite, douzo yoroshiku, onegai shimasu, name,
age, birthday, year in school, city, hobby, likes, and dislikes

. use a picture to describe family and demonstrate the following:
ability to use various titles for family members with awareness of uchi-soto
concept, ability to state names, ages, hobbies of each family member

. talk about friends in the third person and include the following:

names, ages, gender, physical descriptions, likes and dislikes of friends

For each of the above categories, the student is able to elicit similar information from a
classmate and teacher using question structures.

LISTENING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. demonstrate understanding of the jikoshoukai of a native speaker by answering
questions in Japanese pertaining to the following information:

name, age, birthday, year in school, city, hobby, likes, and dislikes

. demonstrate understanding of a taped description of a Japanese family by listening for
information and completing a chart and/or form pertaining to the following:

titles of family members, names, ages, and hobbies

. demonstrate understanding of a spoken description of another person (friend) by
drawing the person described
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WRITING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. write a short jikoshoukai to a Japanese “penpal” to include the following:
name, age, birthday, year in school, city, hobby, likes, and dislikes

. respond in writing to written questions about the student’s own family which cover

the following information:

various titles for family members with awareness of uchi-soto concept, names,
ages, and hobbies of each family member

. shown a picture or photo of a person, write a short physical description of the person

and add additional made-up information to include the following:

names, ages, gender, hobbies, likes, and dislikes

READING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. read a native speaker’s simple jikoshoukai and answer specific questions in either
English or Japanese about the following:

name, age, birthday, year in school, city, hobby, likes, and dislikes

. read a short paragraph about a Japanese family and answer either oral or written
questions in English or Japanese which cover the following:

various titles for family members with awareness of uchi-soto concept, names,
ages, and hobbies of each family member

. read a short written description of a person in a group photo and identify that person
from the description
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LEVEL V BENCHMARK FOR THEME OF:
LEISURE
SPEAKING

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. create and act out a phone dialogue between a student and teacher in which the
student extends an invitation to the teacher to a dinner at the student’s home using
appropriate levels of politeness

. role-play with a partner the selection of one of several department store restaurants
based on their discussion of the various foods displayed

. interview a native speaker about his or her typical weekend activities

LISTENING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. listen to a taped dialogue of several Japanese students discussing last Sunday’s
activities and answer questions based on the information

. listen to a person placing a telephone pizza order and indicate understanding of
address, time, phone number, price, and type of pizza

. listen to a T.V. or radio advertisement for a recreational spot (e.g., Tokyo Disneyland)
and answer selected questions about the information being given

WRITING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following
tasks:

. write a schedule for a dream vacation including places to visit, dates, things to see and
do, and food to eat

. given information in English that might be contained in a short phone message,
rewrite it into Japanese

. write a description of how American teenagers spend their free time including
information on part-time jobs, sports, dating, shopping, movies, etc.
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READING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

(o]
tasks:
. read an authentic family-style restaurant menu and make a parallel menu in English
. read a phone message left by a friend and use it to determine when, where, and what
time to meet him/her for an afternoon excursion
. read an authentic T.V. schedule, movie guide, or professional sport schedule and

answer questions pertaining to time, location, names of shows, names of (U.S.) stars,
names of (U.S.) teams, elc., in the appropriate hiragana, katakana, and learned kanji
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LEVEL V OPTIONAL (COMPUTER) BENCHMARK FOR THEME OF:
LEISURE

WRITING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. write using a Japanese word processing program a short description of how American
teenagers spend their free time in their community, including information on part-time
jobs, sports, dating, shopping, etc.

. write using a Japanese word processing program a “penpal” letter to a friend in Japan

describing their own leisure activities, how often they do those activities, and with
whom they do those activities

READING TASKS

To achieve a rating of 3, students will demonstrate competency in at least one of the following

tasks:

. retrieve a menu from a Japanese family-style restaurant or fast food restaurant in
Japan from the internet and make a parallel menu in English

. retrieve from the internet and read a T.V. schedule, movie guide, or professional sport

schedule and comprehend enough information to understand the time, place, location,
and type of event
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Notes to Teachers and Students Regarding Assessments

To the teacher:

The following performance descriptions are meant to be used as tasks performed by the
student in the assessment process. These tasks are designed to correlate highly with the
standards and curricular framework for the Minneapolis Public Schools Critical Languages
Project. It is desirable that the student demonstrate competency in at least one task for each
modality. The student’s ability to achieve a rating of 3 as described in the MPS Rating System
will provide valuable information in terms of inter-school articulation within the Minneapolis

Public School District.

To the student:

Upon your completion of each Theme of study in your Japanese program, you will be
asked to perform a series of tasks to demonstrate what you are able to do (understand, say,
read, write) with the Japanese you have studied. Progression and achievement in the study of
a second language cannot be demonstrated by the number of hours you have spent in class.
Your mastery of a second language can only be truly measured by your ability to function in
that language. In other words, sitting through a first year class does not automatically qualify
you for second year. What you can do with the information covered in the first year class will
determine that. As you study Japanese, you must keep in mind that you are the most
important part of the learning process. The amount you choose to study will determine the
amount you choose to learn which will, in turn, determine the speed with which you progress
to new levels.

These tasks are connected directly to the material you have been studying and are
designed to allow you to demonstrate your progress in the areas of speaking, listening,
writing, and reading Japanese. You will be asked to perform at least one task in each area and
to achieve a rating of 3 in order to be considered competent in that specific area of Japanese.
You will be given a copy of the MPS Rating System before you begin. These tasks are both
useful and fun. It will help you to rely strongly on the material you have been studying as
you complete each category. Remember, the purpose here is not for the teacher to pass or fail
you. It is for you to demonstrate how much you know and can do, or for you to realize what

areas you need to pay more attention to before you are ready to move on.
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LEVEL II ASSESSMENT FOR THEME OF:
SHOPPING

READING TASK

DIRECTIONS TO STUDENT

Attached is a copy of an advertisement for “Pizza-La,” a Japanese pizza delivery restaurant.
Answer the following questions about the advertisement.

Answer in Japanese;

1. Write the name of the store in Japanese.

2. This advertisement shows Pizza-La’s complete menu, including some combinations that
are new. Using your knowledge of kanji to make an educated guess, write the Japanese
phrase which appears to mean “now on sale,” or “newly on sale.”

Answer in English:

L. a. How many people does a medium pizza feed?
b. How many people does a large pizza feed?
2. What in English are the two types of pizza crust:
a.
b.
3. How much (money) do you have to order to receive a party discount?
4. What items and how many of each come in the “Mix Pack” side order.

5. Write in English the toppings for a “Staff’s” pizza.

6. Write in English the toppings for a “Nassau” pizza.
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7. How much would be the total cost if you wanted to make your own medium pizza with
the following four items:

teriyaki chicken
asparagus
garlic

pineapple
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LEVEL 11 ASSESSMENT FOR THEME OF:
JAPAN THROUGH THE SEASONS

SPEAKING TASK

Select and perform one of the following two tasks. Use the attachments provided to create
your presentation.

Task one:

Using a map of Japan, develop a small travelogue about different places and seasons in
Japan. Select four locations on the map and explain to the class what a particular
season is like in each area including when (what month) it starts and ends, what the
weather characteristics are, and what activities you could do there.

Task two:
Using a map of Japan, enact a weather broadcast for the next five days for the country.

Remember to include pictures and graphics and to describe the highs, lows, and
precipitation for the five day outlook.

Attachments: map
weather symbols master
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LEVEL II ASSESSMENT FOR THEME OF:

SELF-FAMILY-FRIENDS

LISTENING TASK

Listen to the description of Masako, a Japanese 7th grade student, and draw a graphic (e.g.,
family tree or chart) to represent her family. Include as much information as possible
regarding each person’s name, age, hobbies, and relationship to Masako.

ITRANSCRIPT OF TAPE|

IDBFMIIEHREFTY ., PE—FLETY., §. +ZFTT. HhOBKET=R
EKEKTY., BREADBEHTZXTY, IhEBREAVRBELKTZRELE
ER

HEREDAANET ., BRSA. BBSA. BREA. FEIRTY, Ry M
RNITY. RIDBFIIAITTY, BREAVRBZTAF T, EBSARE+ZF
TY. BBEZADBRIIERFHEYT, BBSADI vF—BETHBENWLINT
T. BIIBAETAT—LZELET., KIFETT,

(repeated twice)
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LEVEL V ASSESSMENT FOR THEME OF:
LEISURE

WRITING TASK

DIRECTIONS TO STUDENT

Pick three of the following subjects and write a descriptive essay on how American teenagers
spend their free time. Include the suggested topics indicated below by parentheses in your
description. Be sure to use proper Japanese writing form and punctuation.

Select three from the following:

L Part-time jobs (what kinds of jobs students are most likely to have, how many hours
per week/month they work, how much most jobs pay, where these jobs are located,
benefits of working those jobs)

2. Sports (types of sports offered at school, which ones are for boys/girls, what season
those sports are played, how often practice is held each week, when matches are
played, how many students might participate in sports)

3. Dating (what age American teens start dating, common places to go on a date, who
pays for a date, what time and days of the week do parents allow dating, common
behaviors toward kissing, going steady, etc.)

o o y

4. Shopping (where American teens are most likely to shop, how often they go
shopping, other things teens do at the mall, allowances and saving, what types of
things do teens spend their money on, prices of items commonly bought by teens,
etc.)

5. Movies (how often teens go to movies, who they go with, what types of movies appeal
to teens, the last movie seen, how much movies cost, other expenses at the movie
theater, favorite actors, etc.)
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